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tive, took the life of a cousin to whom he had always been attached ; to the 
case of Bernard Langley, apparently one of those forms of insanity that have 
been styled transitory mania, and about which there has recently been so much 
discussion; and that of Winnemore, familiar to all Philadelphia readers. Aftei 
these is a review of a case of a different character, in which an individual, about 
whose insanity it is difficult, at this day, to see how there could ever have been 
any question, sued all concerned in his confinement and treatment, and ulti¬ 
mately recovered large damages. Although occurring as long ago as 1849. 
this “ Hinchman case” has ever since been quoted by certain parties as a terror 
alike to doctors, friends, and hospital officers, and yet, in the language of our 
author, it is only “ an extraordinary instance of the triumph of popular passion 
over justice, reason, character, and common sense; and is interesting now, not 
so much on account of any unusual phase of mental disease, or ol any new 
principle of law involved in it, as of the fearful amount ot injustice that may be 
committed under the forms of a judicial process.” Lastly on our list ot con¬ 
tents, comes a notice of contested will cases. First among these is an able 
analysis of that of Henry Parrish, of New York, and which has now become 
famous on account of the many interesting pathological questions raised during 
its discussion, the amount of property involved, the high character of the ex¬ 
perts who were consulted, and all the circumstances attending its decision. 
The second is known as “the Angell will case,” and is not less ably reviewed, 
and in regard to both, many points of great interest are discussed with the au¬ 
thor’s characteristic clearness and ability. 

We have purposely avoided any extended analysis of the papers which form 
these “ Contributions to Mental Pathology,” for they are invariably written in 
so clear a style, and the views expressed are so condensed in form, that any 
abbreviation of them would be doing injustice to the subject and to the writer. 
We commend the whole book most heartily, not only to physicians, but equally 
to the members of the bar, and to all students of every profession, lor the 


subjects discussed are second to 
interest. 


few others, either in importance or personal 
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Art. XXVIII.— -Fistula, Haemorrhoids, Painful Ulcer, Stricture, Prolapsus, 
and other Diseases of the Rectum, their Diagnosis and Treatment. By Wil¬ 
liam Allingham, F.R.O.S., Surgeon to St. Mark’s Hospital, etc. Second 
Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 12mo. pp. 265. Philadelphia: Lindsay & 
Blakiston, 1873. 

It is such a short time since we were called upon to notice the appearance 
of the first edition of Mr. Allingham’s book, 1 that we need do no more upon the 
present occasion than simply announce its republication, and call attention to 
one or two points in which the present issue differs from—and, we may add, is 
better than—its predecessor. The whole work bears marks ol careful revision, 
and in every chapter we find that the author has incorporated the results ot 
his further reflection and increased experience, but the most important addi¬ 
tions seem to be those which have been made to the chapters on haemorrhoids, 
on cancer of the rectum, and on the various rarer affections which in the first 
edition of the work were grouped together as “miscellaneous.” In Chapter V., 
a new operation for haemorrhoids is thus described:— 

1 See No. of this Journal for January, 1872, pp. 197-200. 
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“ During the past year I have several times removed small haemorrhoids by 
means of torsion after they had been seized by a clamp. The clamp I employ 
is one designed by me; it acts iu such a manner as to grasp the pile vertically, 
and not laterally; after the clamp is applied 1 take hold of the haemori'hoidal 
tumour with a pair of broad torsion forceps and slowly twist it off. I have only 
as yet tried this mode of operating in single perineal or dorsal haemorrhoids, or 
where two small ones have existed, so I do not advocate its use in very pro¬ 
nounced cases where the tumours are large and numerous, but in some in¬ 
stances I think it will prove better than the clamp and cautery. There is very 
little pain inflicted, provided you do not clamp skin ; little or no danger of 
hemorrhage, and an unusually speedy recovery has resulted in the cases I have 
operated upon.” 

In Chapter XV., Mr. Allingham mentions that he has performed lumbar 
colotomy sixteen times for cancer of the rectum, this being three times more 
than when the first edition of his work was published; he gives the same direc¬ 
tions as before, for determining the position of the colon, but omits the sen¬ 
tence in which rvas advanced the claim that the method recommended had 
never failed him, and that he had never opened the peritoneum in the opera¬ 
tion. In the first edition, the transverse incision and Mr. Bryant’s oblique in¬ 
cision were equally well spoken of, but in the present edition the preference is 
decidedly given to the latter mode of proceeding. Instead of distending the 
lower bowel with liquid , before operating, Mr. Allingham now advises that 
if the gut is collapsed an attempt should be made to fill it with air —“ as, should 
you use a liquid,” he adds, “and be so unfortunate as to open the perito¬ 
neum, some will very probably run into that cavity, and certain peritonitis 
result; twice, since I wrote the first edition of this work, have I seen that acci¬ 
dent take place.” 

The author has in two instances operated upon the ascending colon, on ac¬ 
count of the obstruction having been situated above the sigmoid flexure ; on 
neither occasion was any particular difficulty met with in the operation, but in 
each case emaciation followed very rapidly after the feces began to pass through 
the artificial anus, and Mr. Allingham therefore concludes (we think with reason) 
that the absorbing power of the colon is greater than is commonly supposed, 
and that from the opening having been made in the right rather than in the 
left loin, his patients sustained great loss of nourishment. 

In his last chapter, Mr. Allingham now introduces for the first time an inter¬ 
esting account of the “ Villous Tumour” of the rectum, a rare affection of which 
he has seen three cases. In two of these, a discharge of glairy mucus was the 
most prominent symptom, while in none of them was there profuse hemorrhage. 
The treatment recommended consists in strangulating the tumour with one or 
more ligatures according to the size of its pedicle. In this chapter Mr. Alling¬ 
ham has also introduced an account of two cases in which he resorted to exci¬ 
sion of the coccyx for the affection described by the late Sir J. Y. Simpson as 
Coccygodynia; in one case a complete cure was effected, and in the other 
decided though not entire relief was obtained. 

Mr. Allingham has had the good sense to omit from his second edition cer¬ 
tain controversial passages which disfigured his work as it was originally pub¬ 
lished; and in its present form it is (as indeed the verdict of the profession has 
already pronounced it) one of the very best works on diseases of the rectum to 
which either the surgeon or the general practitioner can refer. J. A., Jr. 



